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Wednesday 16 June 2010

MEDIA RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MELTON COLLEGE KIDS PLACE SOCIAL JUSTICE AT THE HEART 
OF THEIR SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Having only been in existence since 2008, ICA Melton College in Victoria is already making a huge impact in the local community and around the world with their selfless efforts to help other kids in need. Social justice was recently voted by Melton students as one of the most important issues for their school community. Two Social Justice Captains were voted from among the student body and have now taken responsibility for running all internal fundraising and charitable events. Now Melton, along with all schools in Australia, have the opportunity to see their efforts rewarded in the nation’s first Awards program dedicated to recognising excellence in school-based philanthropy.

ICA Melton was the first of many schools to register for SchoolAid’s Kids Helping Kids Awards, a program designed to recognise and reward the outstanding fundraising that goes on in Aussie schools every day.  Schools are encouraged to enter their fundraising work for other kids in crisis, whether it is for their local community, across Australia or around the world.  In this instance, the Melton College kids have decided to enter their fundraising project in the “Sustainability” category for the awards, to acknowledge their long-term commitment to philanthropic activities at Melton. 

All the kids in the school participate in fundraising events and work together to select a recipient organisation, usually one with a personal link to the school – whether a disease that affects someone’s family, or a connection to an international disaster. The school is also committed to “spreading the love” by supporting a different nonprofit organisation each term.

The kids are often lucky enough to have school visits by the charities they support and are all genuinely touched by the impact that their fundraising activities have had on other people.

Social Captains, Bianca Trajcevski and Philomena Nandu said, “Our school only has 230 students, so we feel excited that the Kids Helping Kids Awards give smaller schools like us, a chance to be recognised for our fundraising activities. We are keen to create sustainable, ongoing social change within our school community and we hope that our efforts inspire everyone to realise that every little bit can make a big difference.”

Registrations for the Kids Helping Kids Awards are open now. Visit www.schoolaid.org.au  to download the registration form.



	Kids Helping Kids Awards Ambassadors
Andrew Daddo - media commentator and children's author
Anne Sargeant OAM - former captain of the World Champion Australian Netball team, netball coach and sports commentator
David Wirrpanda - former professional AFL player and now Director of the David Wirrpanda Foundation
Sara Haghdoosti - student activist and high profile member of Australia’s Iranian Community
Steve Crombie - activist and adventurer
Stone Parade - award winning Aussie band who recently performed in the Rock the Schools tour
	Kids Helping Kids Awards Judges
Jane Mackarell - Microsoft's National Academic Programs Manager 
Mark Sparvell - Microsoft’s Worldwide Innovative Teacher 2009 and Principal from Kadina Primary School
Professor Rosemary Ross Johnston - Director of the UTS Centre for Children and Youth: Culture and Wellbeing
Sara Haghdoosti - youth activist and high profile member of Australia’s Iranian community
Sean Gordon -  SchoolAid Founder and former school principal
Zoe Eaton - Cartoon Network’s Associate Director of Marketing
Karen Loblay - Philanthropist and founder of the
Matana Foundation



-ends-
Note to media - SchoolAid founder Sean Gordon and CEO Julie Urquhart are both available for interviews.
Interviews with Awards Ambassadors and Judges can be arranged on request.

About SchoolAid
SchoolAid is a non-profit organisation which provides resources to principals and teachers to support them in creating philanthropic, caring students. SchoolAid provides children with the means to engage with children around the world – kids helping kids – and turn their compassion into action. 

Kids Helping Kids Awards Partners 
The 2010 Kids Helping Kids Awards is supported by:
· Tim Fairfax Family Foundation 
· Microsoft through its Partners in Learning Initiative 
· Cartoon Network

For further information, please contact:
	Julie Martin
Project Manager, Kids Helping Kids Awards
SchoolAid
02 8904 0566
0407 616 984
juliemartin@schoolaid.org.au 
	Jess Barr
Campaign Manager
SchoolAid
02 8904 0566
0404 159 763
jess@schoolaid.org.au 
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